 (
Goshen Elementary
PTO Minutes
)	Meeting Date:   January 17, 2012
The meeting was called to order at 7:06 pm with 9 members present.
In Attendance: 	All of the Executive Board members are present.
Agenda
1. Call to Order

2. Welcome 
3. Approval of Minutes
4. Treasurer’s Report
5. Principals Report
6. Committee Reports
7. Old Business
8. New Business
9. Announcements
Welcome
This is the first official meeting of the New Year.  Thank you to everyone for coming this evening.
Approval of Minutes
Attendees were asked to take a moment to review the minutes from the previous meeting held on November 15, 2011.  There was a motion to approve the minutes with changes by Kris Koenig and seconded by Kirsten Lindsay.  Motion carries.  

Treasurers Report
Christy McDougal touched on a couple of line items on the budget.  Due to audit findings we must now approve the budget as we do minutes at each meeting.  There was a motion made to approve the budget dated 1/9/2012 by Diane Gill and seconded by Peggy Koenig.  Motion carries.

Principals Report
Tara said thanks for the support to all the parents with everything over the holidays.  Next week is spirit week.  It’s a fundraiser for Relay for Life and the technology fund.  Registration is due on January 24th.  There will be no late registrations accepted.  The 100 day can collection will go to the Glen/Ed Pantry. The kids are graphing this as more cans are brought in.  Here are some upcoming dates:
Jan 31 Kindergarten Music Program
Feb 24 Sharing the Anti-bullying assembly w/LeClaire
Mar 1 Read across America held at Woodland—each child that attends gets a free book
Mar 5 No school
Mar 9 End of 3rd quarter
Mar 13 2nd Grade program
Mar 16 Report cards go home
Apr 18 1st Grade program

Committee Reports
Everyone was asked to look over the committee report that was handed out.  


The decorating committee has done an excellent job.  The holiday decorations looked wonderful!  We’re still in need of volunteers for this committee.  If interested please contact Stacy Petry or Jill King.

Media Center– In December $2,500 of Scholastic credit was used to purchase a wide variety of new books for the media center.  They are awaiting processing by the school district.  

Accelerated Reader – We are still looking for volunteers to read on Fridays.  You can check out volunteer spot to sign up.  


Parents Night Out – This was a great event!

Sock Hop – The date is Friday March 2nd.  Committee meetings will be starting very soon.  This is a fun family event.

Spirit Day - The next spirit day is Friday January 27th.  

Pizza Sales – We have had 2 collections thus far.  We’re at $1,133 to date which is 14% of budget.  Sales are running about the same as last year.  A reminder note will be going home tomorrow Wednesday January 18th.  Promotional posters will be going up this week as well.   We are looking for volunteers for distribution on February 23rd from 3:30-6:00PM.  It is very organized and goes quickly.

Yearbook committee is still looking for DEP’s (Dedicated Event Photographers) for different events at the school.  Still need help with taking candid’s at the different school events.  Please let Stacy Petry know if you can help out.  There is a need for a photographer each day for spirit week.  Any pictures anyone already has from events or class parties can be put on a CD and put in the PTO mailbox.  


Old Business
The PTO website has been updated and changed to www.goshenpto.org.

Outdoor Classroom – The committee is still very active searching for grants and looking for financial support.  They have submitted a couple of entries and one of them is to Missouri Botanical Gardens for “power of plants”.

Holiday decorating – call for volunteers.  Decorating for Valentines Day, please notify Stacy or Jill If you can help.

Yearbook – call for additional members to help take pictures.

The smartboard and audience response system are up and running.  The teachers are familiarizing themselves with it.  Tara has been attending training for Polyvision Boards, which is another brand of Smartboards.   

Sustainability in our schools/future goals/update – Tiffany was asked how we can proceed with this.  She said there is a Northwest Earth discussion series.  We would need to have 8-10 parents and /or teachers attend the sessions and then tie it together with the outdoor classroom.  We could possibly tie it in with Katie Smike with discussion group.  We need to get it on the website and call for interested people.  



New Business 
Square 1 Art Fundraiser –The question was raised on whether or not to retain this fundraiser for next year.  It was opened up for discussion.  Tiffany Hudok asked if it would fit well with the art teacher and curriculum.  Allison said it seemed to work well with the art teacher and classroom teachers this year.  Having a theme for it really helped to pull it together.  We would need a theme for next year too if it is decided to do it again.  This year it started in art class and then the classroom teachers made sure the students did their best work.  Next year maybe it could just be done as a class project vs. an art class project.  It was a good learning year.  Next year will be even better.  The staff said they liked it! 
Allison said that the company was very good to work with from the beginning to the end.  They were very organized.  If we sign early this year we’ll get an extra 5% in sales for next year.  Diane Gill said getting the free stickers really helped to see it and made her want to order.  We have approximately 200 tiles for the school to display.  It performed well enough in the first year that it could possibly take the place of something not doing so well.  The incentive deadline is February 14th, so we need to make the decision tonight.  A motion was made to adopt Square 1 art fundraiser for the 2012-2013 school year by Kirsten Lindsay and 2nd by Diane Gill.  Motion carries.

Parents Night Out – The event was very well received by all.  Thanks to the chairs and volunteers.

Spirit wear update – The next sale will be in March 2012 at Kindergarten registration.

Pizza Sales – This was talked about during committee reports.

PTO Preparations for next school year 2012-2013/committees/Executive Board members/Elections committee – Stacy’s roll as president will end at the end of this year.  This is her 2nd year.  Please look over the committees to chair or maybe serve on the executive board.  The official flyer will come out in March.  We need a nomination chair to take nominations as they come in.  We also need to think of some ways to revamp committees, etc.  We’ll talk about this again at the March meeting.  If you‘re interested in a position email or contact someone from the board.  Allison said she will not be back next year and her children will be out of Goshen.  The president and secretary need to be replaced.  We need someone that is dedicated to take on the role of president.  It is a very important position.  If you have any questions please ask.  You could also shadow someone if you are interested.  

New business from the floor:

We need a license to show movies at school for anything other than using them in the classroom for curriculum.  This would include lunch time and events at the school.  It’s $150 for the full year.  Technology Director from District 7 sent us a company and it seems to be pretty reasonable and has lots of good movies with the exception of Disney.  At our lat EB meeting we passed it to ensure we’re in compliance.

Announcements
Important dates:
Jan 6-20 Pizza Sales
Jan 23-27 Spirit Week
Jan 27 Spirit Day-Wear your Goshen colors to school
Feb 3 No school-Teacher institute
Feb 14 Classroom Valentine Day Parties
Feb 20 No school-Presidents Day


Adjournment
Allison Hershberger made a motion to adjourn the meeting which was seconded by Peggy Koenig.  Motion carries.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:00PM.
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